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The mission of Geauga Park District is to preserve, conserve and protect
the natural features of Geauga County and to provide the opportunity
for people to enjoy and appreciate those resources.

Park Commissioners John D. Leech, Robert McCullough, Mark Rzeszotarski
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our

to you

Ever since the League of Women Voters led the charge
to establish a park district in Geauga County in 1961,
the growth of Geauga Park District has been due to the
dedication and commitment of volunteers, staff and citizens
of the county. Because of the contributions from each of
these individuals and groups, the people of Geauga County
can be very proud.

Those who become directly involved in the mission of
Geauga Park District have taken up the charge to safeguard
the natural areas of the county, so those who live here will
have opportunities to ramble through woods, sit beside
streams, jog on trails, or gather with loved ones and
colleagues in a clean and safe environment.

In these pages you are given just a glimpse into some of
the activities and opportunities that were provided in 2007.
These are just a sampling of the many initiatives performed
in service to you in a year ... services in which we take great
pride, and the fulfillment of which we consider our
utmost responsibility to you.

Take time to get acquainted with your park
district in this report, but better yet, come out
to a park near you to experience the wonders
first hand.

Bob %\cCu“ou%b\

President
Geauga Park District
Board of Park Commissioners
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our

To protect the beauty of Geauga County
and enhance the quality of life of its residents by
preserving and conserving the most unique and
sensitive natural areas.

To provide parks, amenities, trails and other
opportunities for people to connect with the clean air,
clean water, and the beautiful and diverse habitats.

* There are 8,250 acres of land in the
county that are protected and managed
for you by your Geauga Park District.

* 55.8 miles of trails are available for your next
outdoor adventure. Some of these, like The Maple
Highlands Trail, are fully accessible and paved.

* In 2007 47,763 people reserved a picnic
shelter, 30,260 visited the nature centers
and another 1,221 headed out for a night
at one of the Big Creek campsites.

* The Bio-Centennial exhibit brought 200 years of
Geauga history to vivid life and more than 17,000
people came out to this exciting interactive exhibit.

your

“The Bio-Centennial exhibit was fantastic! The tremendous

effort put into the exhibit was quite obvious. | could not

believe you topped the Ice Age - but this blew it away!”
~website comment received 1/23/07

“We all enjoyed the Lodge at Swine Creek Reservation.
It gives us a homey atmosphere and the room to visit
with all in our party.”

~website comment received 8/24/07




your

“I am again impressed with your staff. They are
enthusiastic and knowledgeable and my kids love
when | tell them it is time to go to one of
Geauga Park District’s programs!”

~website comment received 1/23/07

“The naturalist on our walk was great and she really
knew her plants! Its fun to learn about the parks |
frequently visit.”

~website comment received 7/11/07

our

To be a leader in environmental education
and appreciation for people of all ages. And to be a
resource for Geauga students and educators in their
purpose to meet academic standards in science.

* Taking our show on the road: our staff headed
off-site to hold 257 programs at community
centers and other areas around your county.

* Reaching out to our senior population, Geauga
Park District held programs for 81 different
groups which were attended by 1,447 seniors.

* In 2007 we held 829 programs from hiking
to canoeing, to concerts, art workshops and
more. 39,138 of you came out and enjoyed
the programs that interested you.

* Connecting kids with nature is an important
part of our mission. In 2007 we provided quality
nature education programs for 10,441 youths.
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our

To be fiscally responsible in all projects and activities.
And with the time and talents of Geauga Park District
Foundation and Volunteers, build partnerships that support,

enhance, and augment the services we provide to you.

* Our loyal core of Volunteers (like the newly
formed Volunteer Bike Patrol and our Citizen
Science Volunteers) donated more than 9,166
hours of their time to programs and events in
2007. In dollars, that amounts to $172,059 worth
of work!

* Geauga Park District Foundation raised
$107,394 to support programs, events, exhibits
and other park projects.

Geauga Park District Combined Fund Results

Revenues & Other Sources** Expenditures & Other Uses**
Levy and Tax Income $6,249,731 Personnel & Benefits $3,151,744
Intergovernmental/Grants $1,130,615 Maintenance/Projects internal $370,861
Gifts and Donations $476,625 Construction $2,627,983
Fees/Refunds/Sales $55,403 Equipment $338,487
Investment Income/Other Receipts $646,796 Other Expenses $99,812
Total Sources of Funds $8,559,170 Land Acquisition $1,654,426
Total Uses of Funds $8,243,313

** Internal transfer from General Fund to Land Improvement fund totaled 3 million dollars and is excluded from this
section. Source: Information for 2007 is obtained from the unaudited Geauga Park District records.
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A Gift of Land

In 2007, Kenneth
and Mary Ann =
Post donated 10

woodland acres of 't 1%
her family’s farm on= aus.
Hall Road, Claridon * -
Township to Geauga
Park District.

“Preserving a part i,,
of my parents’ land |
is a legacy of their '-F
love for it. We are
glad to give this gift
and know the land
is safe forever.”

Legacy Circle ($10,000 or more)
Caroline Donaldson
Jim & Donna Kewley

Preservationists ($1,000 - $9,999)
David Eichenmiller & Allison Gee
Richard & Christy Frenchie

Pat & John Leech

Mark, Barb & Josh Meister

Bob Page

Barry & Bonnie Pearce

Todd & Mary Ray

Keith & Mamie Tompkins

William Conway

Guardians ($500 - $999)
Linda Angstrom

Sue Campbell

Susan Dunn

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Figas
Joan Harris

Ruth Holm

Crystal Kershaw

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Kimmich, Jr.
David Klingensmith

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Miller
Pat & Don Mitchell

Doug & Corey Ralston
Cecile Russ

Jacqueline & Frank Samuel
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Schmid
John & Chris Steigerwald

Geauga Park District and Geauga Park District
Foundation extend their gratitude to the following
supporters for their generous donations during 2007

Conservators ($250-$499)
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Arden

Rita Barnes

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Bemberg
Mr. & Mrs. David Carpenter
Al & Heidi Cisan

Ron & Cathy Cotman

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Fortney
Glenn & Joretta Frohring
Jay & Sue Giles

Robert Hanes

Albert Hanes

Lary Hawgood

John Mavrakis

Bob & Mary McCullough
Tim & Cathy Nichols

Mr. & Mrs. C. W. Eliot Paine
Hugh & Greta Pallister
Daniel & Andrea Pollock
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Renwick
Else Schmelzer

Jeff & Cindy Suszynski
Elizabeth Wirstrom

Friends ($100 - $249)

Jay & Julie Ankeney

Kevin Barnes

Tom & Cathy Basista

Bob & Connie Baumgartner
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Belkin

Dr. & Mrs. John Bergfeld
Doug & Sue Botos

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Buckles
Todd Cartner

Richard Childs

Miriam Clarke

Esther Collins

Virginia Cooper

Richard & Janet Coyne
Richard Cronenberger
Elizabeth Cupp

Steve & Beth Davidian
John Dunbar

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Durn
Mark Eckman

Barb & Paul Emch

Raye Ernst

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Faren
D. Jeffrey Farrone

Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Firem
Gayle Gavhane

Mr. & Mrs. Howie Gerstein
Linda Gilbert

Jeanette Giles

Don & April Green

Mary Ruth Green

Daniel Groth

Elizabeth Hallaran

Mr. & Mrs. A. Dale Harsh
George Hazlett

Howard & Becky Herrick
Loretta Mae Holmes

Mr. & Mrs. Gerry Hornick
Wayne & Pat Hosmer
Joyce Imhof

Mr. & Mrs. David Joyce
Gerald & Elizabeth Kayser
Jefferson W. Keener
Steven Kohn

Kathy Leavenworth

Edith Lerner

Becky Lewis

Rosa Manwaring

Erin & Matt Martin
Dennis Mastrangelo

Bill Mattlin

Mr. & Mrs. Edward McCullough

Frank Merritt

Rob & Laura Mock
Patricia Moll

Donna & Michael Murphy
Paul Neidhardt

William Norwick

Laura O'Boyle

Mary Beth O'Neill

Mr. & Mrs. John Oros
Barry & Marcia Owen
Christine Perkins

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Pesch
Eleanor Petersen

Nancy Pfarr

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Preston

Sue Prior

Betsy Rader & Dave Watson
Frank Rausche

Mary Reed

Bruce Richards

Tom Salo

Franz Sauerland

A.C. Schinagle, Jr.

Terri Schmitt

Margo Stanton-Schneider
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Schwerzler
Adrian Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Sherman
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Shulman
Alan & lola Skinner
Stephen Smith

Mr. & Mrs. James Spoth
Francis Stehli

Anne Stottler

Jean Strojan

Jean Taber

M. Barnes & Maryanne Taft
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Ullman
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Updegraff
Alice Vitous

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Wagner

Dr. Robert Waltz, MD
Joanne Wanstreet & Frank DelGreco
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Wedge
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Weeden
Alaine & Carl White

Cathi Wineland

Dennis & Sarah Wynne
Mary Helen Yaecker

Foundation Partners

Affelder Trust

Bessie Benner Metzenbaum Fund
William O. & Gertrude Lewis Frohring
Foundation

Hershey Foundation

John P. Murphy Foundation

The Lubrizol Foundation

Corporate and Civic Partners
Anthony Paskevich & Associates
Bainbridge Brown Baggers
Blackbrook Audubon Society
Chardon Kiwanis Club

Eagle Shriners Club

Geauga County Chapter of the Ohio
Horsemans Council

Kinetico

Ohio Common Pleas Judges Association

Walk in the Woods Celebration
Western Reserve Federation of
Conservationalists

Women's Journal

www.geaugaparkdistrict.org
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.Fark hours

6:00 AM - 11:00 PM daily
Burton Wetlands Nature Preserve
is open 6:00 AM to 9:00 PM daily

Donald W. Meyer Center in Big Creek Park
and The West Woods Nature Center .
are open 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM daily
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For more information: 2
Phone: 440-286-9516 /’
800-536-4006 (Geauga toll free) -

Fax: 440-286-1285
email: info@geaugaparkdistrict.org

on the web: www.geaugaparkdistrict.org

/

Geauga Park District
9160 Robinson Road
Chardon, OH 44024-9148
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