BESSIE BENNER METZENBAUM PARK is a
65-acre park located in Chester Township
adjacent to the Bessie Benner Metzenbaum
Sheltered Industries and Opportunity School.
Wildlife is attracted to its diverse habitats
where people with a wide variety of interests
and abilities will find activities to enjoy. It is
Geauga Park District’s intent to protect this
natural area in perpetuity.

Jewelweed

HISTORY

James Metzenbaum, while out driving one
sleepless night during the 1940s, discovered
a 100-acre parcel in Chester Township which
he purchased as a memorial to his wife, who
had died several years earlier, Bessie Benner
Metzenbaum.

He named the land Wisteria Hill after the
beautiful blossoms that adorned his home in

Euclid, and later deeded it to the Bessie Benner

Metzenbaum Foundation to be used by such
children’s organizations as the Girl Scouts and
the YMCA. Later, in 1965, the Metzenbaum
school was constructed.

In 1991, the Metzenbaum Foundation donated

65 acres of wooded land, including a former

homestead, to Geauga Park District. After some

improvements, the park opened to the public
in 1992.
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NATURAL HABITATS

A mature beech-maple woods covers the majority
of the property, including the sandstone knoll at
the western edge of the park, which rises 140 feet
above Griswold Creek. Wildflowers and small rock
outcroppings grace the hillside. The remains of an
old orchard are located in the meadow at the foot
of the hill where the old homestead once stood;
two conifer plantations add greenery year-round.

A majority of the area surrounding Griswold
Creek and its tributaries is a wetland providing
many benefits for both people and wildlife. Dense
thicket provides cover to a variety of birds and
other critters in the lowlands surrounding the
creek. Beavers have constructed a dam which
attracts even more aquatic activity.

AMENITIES

The Wisteria Hill picnic area offers a shelter,
restrooms and a playground designed to be
enjoyed by people of all abilities.

TRAILS

Three trails totaling one mile in length are available

to nature lovers of all abilities. The Summit Trail
ascends the sandstone knoll to an overlook that
offers a canopy view of the surrounding forest.

The paved Evergreen Trail loops through beech
woods and a pine plantation, while the boardwalk
on the Griswold Creek Trail takes visitors across the
stream and through the wetlands.

. Summit Trail

GEAUGA PARK DISTRICT
9160 Robinson Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-9148
(440) 286-9516 or (800) 536-4006 (Geauga toll free)

info@geaugaparkdistrict.org
www.geaugaparkdistrict.org
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Bessie Benner Metzenbaum Park = 7940 Cedar Road = Chester Township
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To Bessie Benner
Metzenbaum
Sheltered Industries
Opportunities School

Cedar Road




